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(continued from page 40) 


Conservation Plan for the North Branch of the Susquehanna River. 
The study area is a two-mile-wide corridor along the river from the 
confluence with the Lackawanna River in Luzerne County in the south 
to the New York State-Bradford County line and the Great Bend area 
in Susquehanna County. The study area passes through five counties 
(Luzerne, Lackawanna, Wyoming, Bradford and Susquehanna) 
and more than 40 municipalities. The Susquehanna River Basin 
Commission is the major partner in this project and will be producing 
more than 30 GIS data and planning maps for this study. The 
Conservation Districts from all five counties are also partnering 
with PEC and are assisting in the data collection and public input 


process. 


A significant aspect of this project has been the community 
input process. PEC has held several public meetings and created a 
steering committee of more than 40 organizations and individuals 
that will assist PEC and SRBC in the preparation of the plan. The 
role of the steering committee is to review the data collected, review 
the maps and assist in the creation of the implementation projects. 
It is hoped that the committee will continue on after the Rivers 
Conservation Plan is produced and oversee the implementation 


of the plan. 


Several implementation projects are already developing along 
the corridor, even though the Rivers Conservation Plan will not 
be completed for another year. Wyalusing Borough in Bradford 
County, in partnership with PEC, will be submitting a grant 
request to PA DCNR in November for a combination stream bank 
stabilization plan/park feasibility and master plan. Under DCNR 
guidelines, municipalities that participate in the planning process 
and endorse the final plan will be eligible to receive state grants 
to implement state grants to implement projects proposed in 
the plan. Wyalusing Borough is a very active community and 
has already received and implemented a Growing Greener grant 


for this project. 


Two other communities in the southern end of the study corridor, 
Exeter Borough and the Borough of West Pittston in Luzerne County, 
are also going to partner with PEC. In this case, the boroughs and 
PEC will prepare a feasibility study/master plan for a six-mile 
loop trail location along the Susquehanna River and Hicks Creek. 
This project will not only provide a recreational amenity for the 
community but also act as a riparian buffer. 

For more contact — Julie 
mcmonagl@wilkes.edu or 570-408-4997. 


information, McMonagle at 
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